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» Advanced Placement: College Board

» Parallel Enrollment: CCBC and BCPS

» ACT: American College Testing

» SAT: Scholastic Aptitude Test

» SSAT: Secondary School Admission Test

» PSAT : National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) 

Definitions



SAT

» Started in 1926; 1.67 Million in 2014

» 3 Hours 45 Minutes

» 3 Sections: Reading , Math, Writing

» Composite: 600 ï2400; Sub Score: 
200 ï800; Essay on Scale of 0ï12

» US & Canada: 7 Times A Year

» $52.50 to $101.50 Country Specific



» Started in 1957; 1.5 Million Total

» Reading 40, Math 60, English 30 (M/U)

» Writing Optional; 8 Times A Year

» Elementary Grade 3 - 4 / 4 - 5 (300 - 600)

» Middle Grade 5 - 7 / 6 - 8 (440 - 710)

» Upper Grade 8 - 11 / 9 - 12 (500 - 800)

SSAT



» National Merit Scholarship Corporation

» 1.59 Million Sophomores & 1.55 Million 
Juniors in 2013; 3.5 Million Total

» Math, Reading, Writing (Added in 1997)

» Each Section 20 - 80; 240 Total Score

» 2 Hours & 10 Minutes

PSAT



» Started in 1959; 1.84 Million in 2014 

» 3 Hours 35 Minutes

» English 45, Math 60, Reading 35, 
Science 35, Writing 40 (Optional)

» Composite: 1 ï36; Sub Score: 1 ï18

» US & Canada: 6 Times A Year $ 54.50

» Other Country: 5 Times A Year $ 37.00

ACT



PISA

»Program for International Student 
Assessment 

»United Nations Organization for 
Economic Cooperation & Development

»2 Hour Written Test

»5,000 Students from Each Country

»520,000 Students 65 Countries



2000

Math Science Reading

1 Hong Kong 560 1 South Korea 552 1 Finland 546

2 Japan 557 2 Japan 550 2 Canada 534

3 Korea 547 3 Hong Kong 541 3 New Zealand 529

4
New 

Zealand
537 4 Finland 538 4 Australia 528

5 Finland 536 5 Britain 532 5 Ireland 527

6 Australia 533 6 Canada 529 6 Hong Kong 525

7 Canada 533 7 New Zealand 528 7 South Korea 525

8 Switzerland 529 8 Australia 528 8 United Kingdom 523

9 Britain 529 9 Austria 519 9 Japan 522

10 Belgium 520 10 Ireland 513 10 Sweden 516



2003

Math Science Reading

1 Hong Kong 550 1 Finland 548 1 Finland 543

2 Finland 544 2 Japan 548 2 South Korea 534

3 Korea 542 3 Hong Kong 539 3 Canada 528

4 Netherlands 538 4 Korea 538 4 Australia 525

5 Liechtenstein 536 5 Liechtenstein 525 5 Liechtenstein 525

6 Japan 534 6 Australia 525 6 New Zealand 522

7 Canada 532 7 Macau 525 7 Ireland 515

8 Belgium 529 8 Netherlands 524 8 Sweden 514

9 Macau 527 9 Czech 523 9 Netherlands 513

10 Switzerland 527 10 New Zealand 521 10 Hong Kong 510



2006

Math Science Reading

1 Taiwan 549 1 Finland 563 1 South Korea 556

2 Finland 548 2 Hong Kong 542 2 Finland 547

3 South Korea 547 3 Canada 534 3 Hong Kong 536

4 Hong Kong 547 4 Taiwan 532 4 Canada 527

5 Netherlands 531 5 Japan 531 5 New Zealand 521

6 Switzerland 530 6 Estonia 531 6 Ireland 517

7 Canada 527 7 New Zealand 530 7 Australia 513

8 Macau 525 8 Australia 527 8 Liechtenstein 510

9 Liechtenstein 525 9 Netherlands 525 9 Poland 508

10 Japan 523 10 Liechtenstein 522 10 Sweden 507


